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Grandmot her on 
track for college 
degree after years of 
st ops and st arts 
Linda Perk ins Melton, a 
6 8- year- old g randmother, 

is on track to earn a 

bachelor ' s degree from the 

University of Louisiana at 

As the fall semest er unfolds at the Unive rsi ty of Louisiana at 

Lafayette, workers are engaged in muhiple proj ects to upgrade 

campus faci l it ies, according to Bill Crist , d irector of Faci li t ies 
Management . 

The renovation and expansion of the Student Un ion is on 

schedule; the proj ect is expect ed to be complete by the end of 

2014. All of the st ruc tural work and roof ing is complete. Workers 

are instal l ing the build ing's b rick exter io r and will soon begin 
interior construction. 

The S36 mil l ion p roj ect includes the renovation of t he Univers ity 

Bookstore, bal lroom and Bayou Bijou theater, and the add i t ion of 

about 30,000 square feet of space. The energy- efficient des ign is 

ex pected to receive Leader ship in Energy and Environmental 

Design cert ificat ion for standards set by the U.S. Green Building 

Counc il. 

It will feat ure restaurants, ad ministrative offices and the 

University post office. 

'"We' re creating t he equivalent of a town square that's designed to 

serve t he campus community, giving special attent ion to the 
needs o f our students/ said Crist. 

The p roj ect is funded primarily by self - assessed student fees. In 

Spring 2003, stud ents app roved a SSS per semester fee d edicated 

to the Union. They approved an add it ional S20 per semester fee 

for t he Union in 2005. To date, the u niversity has collected about 
$19 million in student fees . An add it ional S23 million in bonds 

will be used for the p roj ect. 

Im provements are also under way at Burke - Hawthorne Hall. When 

the building was expanded and remodeled in 2009, it almost 

doubled in size. The p roj ect included ad dit ional classroom space, 
a maj or expansion of KRVS rad io station and the renovation of 

Burke- Hawt horne Theat re . 

Crist said the current work is a continuation of the state- funded 

proj ect. It includes: 

• instal lat ion of a decorative screen around a cooling tower at the 
rear of the bu ild ing and adj acent to Cypress Lake; 

• add it ion of wrought- iron fe ncing around the Burke- Hawthorne 

courtyard ; and 

• improvements to the Bu rke- Hawthorne Theater (backstage 

renovations and add itional paving in t he loading dock area). 

These improvement s will cost about $ 1 mil l ion. The bu ilding 

houses the Department of Communication, the Department of 
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Communicative Disorders, taci lities tor the Department ot 
Performing Arts, and KRVS. 

Work is also cont inu ing at Angelle Hall, said Cr ist. Crew s replaced 

sidewalks at the bu ilding's entrance th is fal l. Workers are in t he 

process of re- roofing and waterproofing t he building. Crist said 

work is expected to continue for about a year. 

Once the roof is complete, necessary repairs w i ll be made to 

interior cei l ings, which have been d amaged by water leaks. The 

$700,009 project is being paid for with University fund s. 

Angelle Hall was completed in 1965. It houses the University's 

School of Music and Performing Arts. 

The improvements are part of the Univer sity's Master Plan, which 

w ill guide the development of campus over the next l Oto 2 0 

years. 
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